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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Evonik Launches Sophorolipid Biosurfactants for Household Care Products

HOPEWELL, VA – January 26, 2015 – Building on decades of experience in biotechnology, Evonik Industries is commercializing sophorolipid biosurfactants for formulating eco-friendly household cleaning products, it was announced today at ACI 2015, the Annual Meeting & Industry Convention of the American Cleaning Institute in Orlando, Fla. 
Because of growing interest in sustainable, eco-friendly and readily biodegradable surfactants, sophorolipids are gaining attention in the household care market. They are surface-active biosurfactants that exhibit a low toxicological profile and provide unique properties in cleaning applications. Sophorolipids are produced by a pure biotechnological fermentation process.

“Large-scale production is crucial to successful commercialization of biosurfactants in the household cleaning market.  We already offer a portfolio of fermentation-based ingredients through our global Health & Nutrition business, so this is a natural progression for us,” said Steven Snead-Smith, Business Director, Household Care, for Evonik Corporation in the NAFTA region.

“There is a segment of consumers who are receptive to natural and sustainable approaches. Sustainability has become a major driver for purchasing decision in the consumer markets, making this the ideal time to develop and scale up,” Snead-Smith said.

Evonik Industries is a leading supplier of biotechnologically-produced feed amino acids, and today surpasses a global turnover in biotechnologically-produced products of 300M EU or (>$367M U.S.).  Sophorolipids will add to this growing portfolio of products.

Sophorolipids are, in principal, mixtures of a lactone and the corresponding acidic form; their relative ratio determines the main properties and performance of a sophorolipid composition.

Evonik’s Rewoferm SL 446 sophorolipid is tailored in its acid-to-lactone ratio, resulting in significantly superior performance compared to other materials on the market. Evonik sophorolipids offer significant advantages in foaming, degreasing and water hardness tolerance over established surfactants and are ideal for applications such as hand dish wash and hard surface cleaning.
____________________________________________________________ 
Evonik is developing the most promising, lead sophorolipid structures with cost-effective fermentation routes, including downstream processing based on its extensive experience. 
____________________________________________________________ 

Company information 

Evonik, the creative industrial group from Germany, is one of the world leaders 
in specialty chemicals. Profitable growth and a sustained increase in the value of the company form the heart of Evonik’s corporate strategy. Its activities focus on the key megatrends health, nutrition, resource efficiency and globalization. Evonik benefits specifically from its innovative prowess and integrated technology platforms.

Evonik is active in over 100 countries around the world. In fiscal 2013 more than 33,500 employees generated sales of around €12.7 billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of about €2.0 billion.

Disclaimer

In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment. Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release.


For more information, contact:

In North America 
Dana Nystrand 
Asst. Marketing Mgr.
Household Care 
Evonik Corporation

Phone: 804-452-5605
dana.nystrand@evonik.com 
In Europe

Dr. Jürgen Krauter
Vice President Communications
Nutrition & Care
Evonik Industries 

Phone: +49 6181 59-6847
juergen.krauter@evonik.com 
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(CAPTION)

Grease Cutting Suds
Superior foaming and grease removal are an important combination for liquid hand dish detergents and many other hard-surface cleaners.  Evonik sophorolipids offer significant advantages in foaming, degreasing and water hardness tolerance over established surfactants.

(CAPTION) 
The Science to Business (S2B) Bio Center in Germany is the hub for Evonik’s biotech efforts.  Through applied biotechnology, Evonik develops new products, including renewable raw materials, and makes manufacturing processes more efficient and sustainable. 
Evonik also offers general R&D laboratories at its new production facilities in Sao Paulo, Brazil, serving the Latin American market, and in Shanghai, China, serving the Asian market.  In addition, a new Business & Innovation Center is scheduled to open in Richmond, Va. in 2015. 


